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Introduction

Following the publication of the MAKE Learn Research Report, Case Studies 
and Craft Education Map of Scotland, and delivery of the MAKE Learn 
Schools Pilot Project, the research commissioners, Craft Scotland and MAKE, 
call for the following actions. 

MAKE Learn - The Ambition: 

A quality craft and 
making education for 
everyone in Scotland

How do we get there?

The MAKE Learn project was initiated in November 2020 
in response to ambitions within the craft sector to strengthen 
craft and making education in Scotland’s primary schools, 
secondary schools, and beyond. 

MAKE Learn has been developed within the framework of 
the MAKE: Manifesto, which launched in September 2019. 
It is guided by three key areas identified through the MAKE 
Happen event, which took place in October 2019:

Education 
Ensuring access for children and young people to making 
skills, and introducing children and young people to career 
paths within craft, art, and design;

Digital resourcing and connectivity 
Supporting networking, knowledge sharing, and skills 
development;

Diversity and inclusion 
Broadening the audience base, and ensuring routes into craft 
as a career are sustainable, open, and accessible to all.

MAKE Learn consists of two strands: a research paper, 
charting craft and making education across Scotland; and a 
Schools’ Pilot Project, which tests approaches in Scotland’s 
primary schools.

https://www.makemanifesto.com/manifesto/
https://www.makemanifesto.com/events/make-happen/
https://www.makemanifesto.com/events/make-happen/
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1.8  Encourage and support those delivering craft education to 
communicate more actively with local Creative Learning Networks, 
Local Authorities, and Cultural Trusts in their area, in order to build 
awareness and appreciation of local provision.

2. Create high quality craft and making opportunities for all

2.1 Support the development of craft and making education IN SCHOOL 

2.1.1 We call for an entitlement for every primary school child 
of 10 hours of craft and making in the classroom a year 
(equivalent to 1% of the school year). 

2.1.2 A dedicated Craft Education Fund made available in 
every local authority for all schools to: 
•	 access or improve craft materials, tools, and 

equipment; 
•	 pay for makers and craftspeople to support learning in 

the classroom;
•	 initiate longer-term collaborative craft education 

projects.

2.1.3 Develop a national Craft and Making Teachers’ 
CPD network to provide high quality craft learning 
opportunities for teachers working across age, stage, and 
discipline. 

2.1.4 Develop a central resource to host school-focused free 
craft education resources: curated craft guides, how-
to videos, and Scottish makers’ profiles and contact 
information.

1. Support the development of the craft education sector for the 
benefit of all

1.1  Create a high-level Craft Education Steering Group to: set national 
vision and strategy; communicate with other sectors; and drive, 
coordinate, monitor, evaluate, and report on all other recommended 
actions, set out below.

 Recommended steering group membership: Craft Scotland, Education 
Scotland, Scottish Qualifications Authority, Creative Scotland, 
Creative and Cultural Skills, Historic Environment Scotland, MAKE 
Committee.

1.2  Initiate a Craft Education Network to share practice, enable peer-
learning, and develop shared evaluation priorities across and between 
the craft and education sectors.

1.3   Continue to develop the Craft Education Map of Scotland and share 
it publicly.

1.4   Continue to develop Exemplar Craft Education Case Studies and 
share these publicly.

1.5  Support individual makers and craftspeople to conduct relevant 
research, and develop their teaching skills and lesson planning 
abilities, ensuring better alignment to Scotland’s Curriculum 
for Excellence, through coordinated professional development 
opportunities.

1.6  Develop an Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion Action Plan for 
Craft Education, taking into account access, participation, and talent 
development, as well as content, delivery, and production.

1.7  Develop a strengthened middle of producers and project managers 
who can support craft education projects to develop and grow, provide 
administrative support to makers to fundraise, develop and maintain 
relationships with schools, partners and participants, and evaluate and 
report to funders and stakeholders.



6 MAKE Learn Recommendations 7

3. Support young people to reach their full potential within craft

3.1  Develop a national Craft Careers Network of makers, craftspeople and 
associated professionals that contributes to the Developing the Young 
Workforce Strategy, making careers in craft and making visible and 
accessible to all of Scotland’s learners: 

•	 producing biographies; 
•	 volunteering time for career days; 
•	 and offering experiences through the regional DYW 

Marketplaces.

3.2  Create a Craft Careers Working Group to support initiatives and 
organisations that develop craft-related qualifications, apprenticeships, 
mentoring, and work experience opportunities. This group will work 
together to: 

•	 map and connect their offer; 
•	 safeguard existing pathways and progression routes;
•	 develop new training and professional development initiatives; 
•	 promote the achievements of those in craft careers; 
•	 and strengthen the voice of the craft sector. 

Recommended working group membership: Creative and Cultural 
Skills, Craft Scotland, Skills Development Scotland, Applied Arts 
Scotland, Higher and Further Education Colleges, Heritage Crafts 
Association, Historic Environment Scotland.

2.1.5 Make craft’s inclusion in the Expressive Art curriculum 
explicit with an addition to the Art and Design 
Experiences and Outcomes Benchmarks:

     I can respond to the work of artists, makers, and 
designers by discussing my thoughts and feelings. I 
can give and accept constructive comment on my 
own and others’ work.  EXA 0-0 7a / EXA 1-07a / 
EXA 2-07a / EXA 3-07a;

     I can analyse art, craft, and design techniques, 
processes and concepts, make informed 
judgements and express considered opinions on 
my own and others’ work. EXA 4-07a. 

2.2 Support the development of craft and making IN THE COMMUNITY 

2.2.1 A dedicated Craft Community Learning Fund to 
support informal craft education initiatives to develop and 
flourish nationally.

2.2.2 A national Craft and Making CPD Community 
Learning Network to enable community and youth 
workers, early years workers, social workers, and third 
sector organisations to access high quality training to use 
craft and making within their roles.

2.2.3 A national Craft Bursary Scheme to support those from 
low-income households, or with additional support needs, 
to access paid-for craft education opportunities that 
support mental health and wellbeing.
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