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“Learning about making can serve as an anchor 
for so many other curricular elements.” 
Teacher, Glendale Gaelic Primary School

“I was very proud of myself when I saw what I 
had made!”
Pupil, St Benedict’s Primary School

The MAKE Learn Pilot Project for Schools explored meaningful engagement 
with materials, encouraging craft making and experimentation, aimed at P5–7 
children within local authority primary schools across the council regions 
of Glasgow and Argyll and Bute. The project has been developed within the 
framework of the MAKE: Manifesto and aimed to measure the proposed impact 
of strengthening the craft sector in Scotland across the key themes of Tackling 
inequalities; Learning and working; Cultural and strong communities and 
Building skills and practice.

The delivery of the Pilot Project was managed by maker Soizig Carey, overseen 
by Panel and guided by the MAKE Steering Committee. It was delivered 
between November 2020 and June 2021 and took place in schools across two 
local authority areas in Scotland. Building upon the three key themes identified 
through the MAKE Happen event, the pilot had the focus of Education with 
strong considerations of Digital Resourcing and Connectivity and Diversity and 
Inclusion. Research and outputs were developed using the framework of the 
MAKE Manifesto.

P6 pupils learn sewing and darning skills as a part of Deirdre Nelson’s ‘Care Not 
Consume’ craft guide, Glendale Gaelic Primary School, Glasgow.
Photograph courtesy Glendale Gaelic Primary School.

https://www.makemanifesto.com/make-happen-new/
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The project commissioned three makers based in Scotland: Eve Eunson 
(Shetland Isles), Deirdre Nelson (Glasgow) and Stefanie Cheong (Glasgow 
/ Fife), and invited them to explore traditional craft practice in Scotland; 
materials and their connection to place and the natural world; and adopting 
circular economies in relation to their own practices. Each maker responded to 
these themes through the development of a craft skill, playfulness, creativity and 
experimentation, resulting in three activities and accompanying guides. 

The resulting guides ‘Care not Consume’ by Deirdre Nelson, ‘Knotted Baskets’ 
by Eve Eunson and ‘Material Impressions’ by Stefanie Cheong were developed 
for children aged 9-11 years, at Broad General Education (BGE) level, adaptable 
for use in the classroom, at home or in other settings. They are available to 
download from www.makemanifesto.com in English, Polish and Urdu.

“At a time when children are spending 
increasing amounts of time on screens it is 
hugely valuable to have space to explore 
physical, tactile materials. Craft learning also 
provides a context for wider discussions about 
culture, history and sustainability, and builds 
connections with craft practises that may be 
present in older generations of the family  
and community”
Teacher, Glendale Gaelic Primary School

Each guide came with a pack of materials and tools, and an accompanying film. 
The film introduced the maker, the skill, and wider learning contexts alongside 
providing instruction for the activity in tandem with the written and printed guide.

The guides and these resources intended to:

• Provide children with an imaginative craft challenge.
• Encourage children to explore traditional and / or contemporary

craft processes, try out different materials and learn new skills.
• Be suitable and accessible to different learning levels and skill;

perhaps adaptable, or suggesting progressions or add on activities
for those who are more confident.

• Be delivered by a teacher, or independently (with guided
information) over three one hour sessions.

http://www.makemanifesto.com
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“Encouraging creativity is important as helps 
young people develop their own ideas and 
practical skills.”
Teacher, Rothesay Primary School

MAKE Learn was delivered, from April - June 2021, to over 400 children  
(aged 9-11 years), in primary 5 – 7 classes, across six primary schools in 
Glasgow City and Argyll and Bute council regions. Each classroom undertook 
their selected activity in term three of the academic year, over two  – three 
sessions, taking up a total teaching time of three hours per activity. The 
involved schools were Rothesay Joint Campus, North Bute Primary School 
and St Andrew’s Primary School in Bute and St Benedict’s Primary School 
(Easterhouse), Royston Primary School (Royston), and Glendale Gaelic 
Primary School (Pollockshields) in Glasgow.

Each MAKE Learn activity explored teaching themes through craft and making: 
building creativity, skills development and learning and meeting CfE second 
level benchmarks in the Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Sciences and 
Technologies.

“The activities were inclusive so all learners 
could take part and experience success, 
building their confidence. They also enjoyed 
helping each other and developed their 
empathetic skills.”
Teacher, St Benedicts Primary School

“We all completed our activity and it made me 
feel like I’ve just learnt something new in my 
life and I can actually use it I felt so proud of 
myself when I finished.”
Pupil, St Andrew’s Primary School

It should be noted that the project, which took place between November 2020 
and June 2021, was affected by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic restrictions.  
All work was conducted remotely, using Zoom, telephone, and email exchange. 
The planning and management of additional workloads related to pandemic 
safety measures, and adapted delivery and assessment approaches, has 
undoubtedly affected the level of engagement that was possible in primary 
schools. Craft education, both in schools and within community settings, has 
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been affected by social distancing and lockdown measures, with all physical 
activity significantly impacted.

The MAKE Learn Pilot Project for Schools was managed and led by maker and 
educator Soizig Carey, selected through an application and interview process. Soizig 
Carey is a designer maker based in Glasgow, specialising in contemporary handmade 
jewellery and objects. Carey graduated from Edinburgh College of Art in 2009. She is 
based in Glasgow and was Artist in Residence at Glasgow School of Art and at Banff 
Art Centre in Canada. Her work has been on display in various spaces including the 
Glue Factory in Glasgow and Bonhoga Gallery, Shetland.

Soizig is a member of O-pin, a maker collective, that specialise in delivering education 
workshops to young people. Partners include the National Museums of Scotland, 
Glasgow 2014, and Tramway. Carey is also Arts and Cultural Development Officer 
for the Scottish Refugee Council, an independent charity dedicated to providing advice 
and information to people seeking refugee protection in Scotland. 



This case study was produced as part of the MAKE 
Learn project. MAKE Learn is a partnership 
between Panel (the founders and current custodians 
of MAKE) and Craft Scotland, and is funded by 
Creative Scotland as part of their targeted funding 
to strengthen the craft sector in Scotland.

You can find out more about the project 
and read our other case studies at  
makemanifesto.com/makelearn
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